
D e a l e r s ’  D i a r y
Antiques Trade Gazette, 18th August 2007 Page 19

David Moss
reports on fairs,
markets and other
Trade ac tivities
Direc t line:
020 7420 6624

A talent to amuse,but not distract

Floods fail
to dampen
NEC trade

What a provenance!

Closure on
King’s Road

Glass going West

Ken attends

F O L L O W I N G m y rep o rt  last
week  o f t h e  im m in en t  clo su re
o f Steinberg & Tolkien I  h ave
m o re  sad  n ews fro m  t h e
K in g’s R o ad , L o n d o n  SW 3.
O n  A u gu st  21 Joanna Booth
will sh u t  h er  sh o p  at  n u m b er
247 t o  d eal fro m  h er  web sit e
an d  at  fairs.

Jo an n a  o p en ed  h er
C h elsea  sh o p  in  1965 wh en , as
sh e  says, Òt h e  en t rep reu n erial
sp ir it  was flo u r ish in gÓ. Sh e
ech o ed  t h e  t h e m e  o f last
week ’s st o ry wh en  sh e  t o ld
m e : ÒT o o  m u ch  is weigh t ed
again st  t h e  sm all ret ail b u si-
n ess n o wad ays an d  so -called
p ro gress is en su r in g t h a t
every h igh  st reet  in  t h e  wo rld
will h ave  t h e  sa m e  ch a in
st o res.Ó

H o wever, we  h ave  n o t  lo st
Jo an n a  B o o t h , wh o se  st o ck  o f
early t ext iles an d  wo rk s o f art
will co n t in u e  t o  grace  fairs
fro m  P alm  B each  t o  O lym p ia ,
h er  n ext  b ein g t h e  Chelsea
Antiques Fair fro m
Sep t em b er  20 t o  24.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S t o  ret ired  B A D A  m em -
b er  Alfred Saunders wh o  o n  A u gu st  5 o fficially
b ecam e  an  an t iq u e  wh en  h e  celeb rat ed  h is 100t h
b irt h d ay.

T h e  R . Sau n d ers d ealersh ip  was fo u n d ed  in
B righ t o n  in  t h e  19t h  cen t u ry b y A lfred ’s gran d fa-
t h er  C h arles an d  h is fat h er  R eu b en  m o ved  t h e
b u sin ess t o  R e iga t e  an d  t h en  in  1932 t o
W eryb rid ge, Su rrey. T h ey jo in ed  B A D A  in  1947.

A t  a  b irt h d ay p arty h eld  in  h is h o n o u r, lo cal
B A D A  regio n a l rep resen t a t ive  Roger Heath-
Bullock p resen t ed  M r  Sau n d ers wit h  a  B A D A
cert ficat e  m ak in g h im  an  h o n o rary m em b er. A n d ,
o f co u rse, h e  go t  a  card  fro m  t h e  Queen.

H is recip e  fo r  lo n gevity?  ÒD o  n o t  wo rry ab o u t
t o m o rro w, b u t  en jo y t o d ay. T h e  p resen t  is all t h at
m at t ers.Ó

WITH the surrounding shires flooded and newspa-
per and television coverage reporting a major cat-
astrophe it is l ittle wonder that the organisers and
exhibitors feared the worst when the summer
Antiques For Everyone fair was held at
Birmingham’s National Exhibition Centre from
July 26 to 29.

Above right: off to Maryland to make
his first appearance at the Baltimore Summer Antiques Show,
Mark West is sure to impress with this 1770 Jacob ite cord ial g lass
with a twisted stem of red , green and white , priced at £4500.

A M O N G  t h e  b u yers sp o t t ed
a t  last  m o n t h ’s Antiques 
For  Everyone was
N o t t in gh a m sh ire  M P  an d
fo rm er  T o ry ch an ce llo r
Kenneth Clarke. N o t  
su rp risin gly h e  was p u rch as-
in g p o lit ical m em o rab ilia .

Above: period furniture was a success story at the N EC where
Yoxal l Antiques of So lihull so ld this figured mahogany and 
rosewood-banded sideboard from the second quarter of the 
19th century to a local co llector for £8500. Its g ilt brass labe l
reads Druce & Co Baker Street London.

H o weve r , fro m  t h e  first
m o rn in g it  was ap p aren t  t h a t
t h e  flo o d s h ad  n o t  d am p en ed
t h e  en t h u siasm  o f visit o rs wh o ,
aft er  r in gin g t o  ch eck  t h a t  t h e
fa ir  was o n  firm  gro u n d , m ad e
t h e  effo r t  t o  get  t h ere  an d , m o re
im p o rt an t ly, b o u gh t  b r isk ly.

A ll 360 b o o k ed  exh ib it o rs
m ad e  t h e  ven u e, a lt h o u gh  so m e
h a d  le ft  flo o d e d  p re m ises t o
m ak e  t h e  jo u rn ey. A  few regu lar
cu st o m ers fro m  t h e  C o t swo ld s
d id  n o t  m ak e  it , b u t  t h is d id  n o t
seem  t o  h ave  an  o vera ll effect
o n  an  o u t in g wh ich  su rp r ised
everyo n e  b y b e in g m o re  su c-
cessfu l t h an  t h is year ’s A p r il
N E C fa ir  an d  last  year ’s Ju ly
fa ir.

B u yin g was acro ss t h e  b o ard
wit h  p e rh a p s m o re  e m p h asis
t h a n  u su a l o n  h igh e r  p r ice d
it e m s, p a r t icu la r ly fu rn it u re .
A n d  t h is at  t h e  Antiques For
Everyone wh ich  is t rad it io n a lly
t h e  q u iet est  o f t h e  t h ree.

A t  t h e ir  first  fa ir  eve r ,
R ichard Crabtree Ant iques
fro m  C h esh ire  were  m o re  t h an

h ap p y wit h  t h e  q u an t it y o f p er i-
o d  fu rn it u re  t h ey so ld . M o st  o f
t h e  first -t im e  exh ib it o rs d id  we ll
e n o u gh  t o  re -b o o k  fo r
N o vem b er.

P ro b a b ly p e r io d  fu rn it u re
was t h e  m o st  su ccessfu l area  b u t
p ict u res as u su a l p ro ved  b u o y-
an t  an d , aft er  a  b it  o f a  d ip  at  t h e
A p r il fa ir, ceram ics, co n sid ered
t h e  st ro n gest  facet  o f t h e  even t ,
rega in ed  t h e ir  p o p u lar it y.

AD Ant iques fro m
St affo rd sh ire, wh o  sp ecia lise  in
ar t  p o t t ery, d eclared  t h is t h e ir
b est  N E C Òb y a  co u n t ry m ileÓ
wh ile  t h e  we ll-k n o wn
O xfo rd sh ire  St affo rd sh ire  p o t -
t ery exp er t  John Howard, wh o
exh ib it s wid e ly at  q u a lit y fa irs
h ere  an d  in  A m er ica , h ad  h is
b est  first  d ay fo r  a  lo n g wh ile.

W h ile  H enson Ant iques
fro m  E xe t e r  a lm o st  cle a re d
t h e ir  st an d  o f fu rn it u re  o t h ers
fared  n o t  q u it e  so  we ll, b u t  n o t
m an y.

W h y sh o u ld  t h is N E C  h ave
d o n e  so  we ll?  I ’ve  go t  n o
an swers t o  t h a t  o n e  b u t  t h ere  is

lit t le  d o u b t  t h a t  lo w exp ect a-
t io n s can  m ak e  fo r  p leasan t  su r-
p r ises. T h at  was t h e  case  h ere,
m u ch  t o  t h e  d e ligh t  o f o wn ers
Clarion Arts.

A n d  wh ile  C la r io n  we re
eq u a lly d e ligh t ed  wit h  t h e  fo r-
t u n es o f m an y o f t h e  gran d er
an d  m o re  st ylish  exh ib it o rs at
Su m m er  O lym p ia , I  wo n d er  if
t h e  m id d le  ran ge  d ea lers wh o
were  o n ce  t h e  b ack b o n e  o f t h a t
eve n t , b u t  a re  n o  lo n ge r
C lar io n ’s p r io r it y, are  lo o k in g t o
B irm in gh a m  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e
slack ?

SU R R E Y -b ased  d ealer  Mark J.West h as
lo n g b een  o n e  o f t h e  U K ’s b est -k n o wn
sp ecialists in  glass. A n  O lym p ia  regu lar
sin ce  1981, h e  su b seq u en t ly b ecam e  a  fix-
t u re  at  b o t h  t h e  B A D A  an d  G ro sven o r
H o u se  fairs.

B u t  sin ce  h e  clo sed  h is W im b led o n  gallery
last  year  t o  co n cen t rat e  o n  t h e  m ajo r  fairs, h e  is
d et erm in ed ly u p p in g h is in t ern at io n al p ro file.

H e  alread y st an d s at  t h e  New York Ceramics
Fair  an d  t h e  Palm Beach Jewelry Ar t and
Antiques Fair , an d  is also  o n  t h e  vet t in g co m m it -
t ee  fo r  E u ro p ean  glass at  t h e  Winter  Armory Fair
in  N ew Y o rk .

N o w h e  is set  t o  m ak e  h is d eb u t  at  two  m o re
A m erican  even ts, t h e  27t h  Baltimore Summer
Antiques Show fro m  A u gu st  30 t o  Sep t em b er  2
an d  t h e  Fall Merchandise Mart International
Antiques Fair in  C h icago  fro m  O ct o b er  12
t o  15. T h e  M erch an d ise  M art  fair  is a
lo n g-st an d in g A p r il fixt u re  b u t
M ark  W est  jo in s fo r  t h e  first
au t u m n  st agin g.

O F T E N I  h ave co m m en ted  o n  ext ran e-
o u s act ivit ies at  an t iq u es fairs. I t  is a co n -
ten t io u s p o in t  an d  I  am  su re t h ere are
p eo p le wh o  are h ap p y en o u gh  t o  at ten d
th e sem in ar, lect u re, lo an  exh ib it io n  o r
wh atever else t h e o rgan iser feels is an
ad d ed  at t ract io n .

B u t  t h at  is t h e p o in t , t h ese are b illed  as
ad d ed  at t ract io n s an d  I  always feel t h ey
can  so  easily b eco m e ad d ed  d ist ract io n s
fro m  t h e m ain  even t , wh ich  is t h e fair.

I  k n o w p len ty o f exh ib it o rs wh o  agree.
T h ey wan t  fairgo ers t o  walk  t h e stan d s
an d  sh o p , n o t  b e lu red  t o  an  u n in sp irin g
lo an  sh o w o r  so m e  m o ck -u p  o f t h e
Antiques Roadshow.

T h ere are excep t io n s.T h e o b vio u s o n e

is t h e HaughtonsÕInternational Ceramics
Fair and Seminar in  L o n d o n  every Ju n e.
A fter 26 years, it  rem ain s t h e o n ly even t
wh ere t h e sem in ar an d  sellin g fair are
t ru ly co m p lem en tary.

T h is is b ecau se t h e H au gh to n s p io -
n eered  t h e id ea o f sem in ars in  tan d em
wit h  a fair an d  fro m  its in cep t io n  b o th  h ad
eq u al b illin g. W h at  is m o re, t h e sem in ars
are  serio u sly acad em ic an d  gen u in ely
co n t rib u te t o  t h e co rp u s o f k n o wled ge in
th is area o f co llect in g.

T h e art  exh ib it io n s wh ich  o n ce p layed
a m ajo r ro le at  t h e Sp rin g O lym p ia fair
were also  serio u s, su rveyin g t h e wo rk  o f
B ratb y, A u gu st u s Jo h n , Pru n ella C lo u gh
an d  K eit h  V au gh an  am o n g o th ers.

M u seu m  q u ality an d  well cu rated ,
t h ese exh ib it io n s were crit ically acclaim ed
an d  garn ered  m u ch  p u b licity. T h e o n ly
p ro b lem  was t h at  t h e exh ib it io n s ten d ed
to  get  m o re p u b licity t h an  t h e fair itself
an d  t h e fact  t h at  in creasin g n u m b ers visit-
ed  p rim arily t o  see t h e exh ib it io n  h ard ly
p leased  t h o se t ryin g t o  sell at  t h eir stan d s.

B u t  stayin g wit h  O lym p ia, fo r t h eir
Winter Fine Art & Antiques Fair fro m
N o vem b er 12 t o  18 t h e o rgan isers h ave
co m e u p  wit h  a b egu ilin g id ea wh ich  is
n o vel fo r a fair an d  I  t h in k  ap p ro p riate.
T h ey are em b racin g t h e n ewly fash io n -
ab le wo rld  o f salo n  cu lt u re wit h  a series o f
in t im ate, in teract ive talk s in  a p ro gram m e
called  Salon Nights at the Winter Fair.

T h e salo n  is p resen ted  b y M iller’s
A cad em y an d  T h e L ast  Tu esd ay So ciety,
two  L o n d o n  in st it u t io n s wh o  h ave re-
in t ro d u ced  t h e  sa lo n  wit h  flick erin g 
can d leligh t  acco m p an ied  b y gin  co ck tails.

T h is am b ien ce, co m p lete wit h  award -
win n in g M iller’s gin , will b e created  each
even in g at  t h e fair b y an  in terio r d esign er
an d  t h e talk  will n o t  b e o f an t iq u es.

T h e so irees em b race scien ce, p h ilo so -
p h y, literatu re an d  all m an n er o f arty,
o ften  eso teric st u ff. St im u lat in g, relaxed ,
wit ty, a tad  d ecad en t  an d  p erh ap s a b it
p reten t io u s, b u t  a welco m e n ew lo o k  at
h o w t o  am u se at  a fair wit h o u t  co m p et in g
wit h  t h e stan d h o ld ers.

B rin g o n  M ad am e R Žcam ier.
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