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OFTEN | have commented on extrane-
ous activities at antiques fairs. It is a con-
tentious point and | am sure there are
people who are happy enough to attend
the seminar, lecture, loan exhibition or
whatever else the organiser feels is an
added attraction.

Butthatisthe point,these are billed as
added attractions and | always feel they
can so easily become added distractions
from the main event, which is the fair.

I knowplenty ofexhibitors who agree.
They want fairgoers to walk the stands
and shop, not be lured to an uninspiring
loan show or some mock-up of the
Antiques Roadshow.

There are exceptions.The obviousone

is the HaughtonsOInternational Ceramics
Fair and Seminar in London every June.
A fter 26 years, it remains the only event
where the seminar and selling fair are
truly complementary.

This is because the Haughtons pio-
neered the idea of seminars in tandem
with a fair and from itsinception both had
equal billing. W hat is more, the seminars
are seriously academic and genuinely
contribute to the corpus of knowledge in
this area of collecting.

The art exhibitions which once played
a major role at the Spring Olympia fair
were also serious, surveying the work of
Bratby, Augustus John, Prunella Clough
and K eith Vaughan amongothers.

A talent to amuse, but not distract

Museum quality and well curated,
these exhibitions were critically acclaim ed
and garnered much publicity. The only
problem was that the exhibitions tended
to get more publicity than the fair itself
and the fact that increasingnum bers visit-
ed primarily to see the exhibition hardly
pleased those tryingto sell at their stands.

But staying with Olympia, for their
Winter Fine Art & Antiques Fair from
November 12 to 18 the organisers have
come up with a beguiling idea which is
novel for a fair and | think appropriate.
They are embracing the newly fashion-
able world of salon culture with a seriesof
intim ate, interactive talksin a programme
called Salon Nights at the Winter Fair.

The salon is presented by Miller’s
A cademy and The Last Tuesday Society,
two London institutions who have re-
introduced the salon with flickering
candlelight accom panied by gin cocktails.

This ambience, complete with award-
winning M iller’s gin, will be created each
evening at the fair by an interior designer
and the talk willnot be of antiques.

The soirees embrace science, philoso-
phy, literature and all manner of arty,
often esoteric stuff. Stimulating, relaxed,
witty, a tad decadent and perhaps a bit
pretentious, but a welcome new look at
how to amuse at a fair without competing
with the standholders.

Bringon M adame R Zcam ier.

Floods fail
to dampen
NEC trade

WITH the surrounding shires flooded and newspa-
per and television coverage reporting a major cat-
astrophe it is little wonder that the organisers and
exhibitors feared the worst when the summer

Antiques For Everyone fair
Exhibition Centre from

Birmingham’s National
July 26 to 29.

However, from the first
morning it was apparent that
the floods had not dampened
the enthusiasm of visitors who,
after ringing to check that the
fair was on firm ground, made
the effort to get there and, more
importantly, bought briskly.

A1l 360 hooked exhibitors
made the venue, although some
had left flooded premises to
make the journey.A fewregular
customers from the Cotswolds
did not make it, but this did not
seem to have an overall effect
on an outing which surprised
everyone by being more suc-
cessful than this year’s A pril
NEC fair and last year’s July
fair.

Buying was across the board
with perhaps more emphasis
than usual on higher priced
items, particularly furniture.
And this at the Antiques For
Everyone which is traditionally
the quietest of the three.

At their first fair ever,
Richard Crabtree Antiques
from Cheshire were more than

was held at

happy with the quantity of peri-
od furniture they sold. M ost of
the first-time exhibitors did well
enough to re-book  for
November.

Probably period furniture
was the most successful area but
pictures as usual proved buoy-
ant and,after a bit ofadip at the
A pril fair, ceramics, considered
the strongest facet of the event,
regained their popularity.

AD Antiques from
Staffordshire, who specialise in
art pottery, declared this their
best NEC Oby a country mile®
while the well-known
O xfordshire Staffordshire pot-
tery expert John Howard, who
exhibits widely at quality fairs
here and in America, had his
best first day for a long while.

W hile Henson Antiques
from Exeter almost cleared
their stand of furniture others
fared not quite so well, but not

many.
Why should this NEC have
done so well? I’ve got no

answers to that one but there is

BADA

Above: period furniture was a success story at the NEC where

Yoxall Antiques of Solihull sold this figured mahogany and

rosewood-banded sideboard from the second quarter of the
19th century to a local collector for £8500. Its gilt brass label
reads Druce & Co Baker Street London.

little doubt that low expecta-
tions can make for pleasant sur-
prises. That was the case here,
much to the delight of owners
Clarion Arts.

And while Clarion were
equally delighted with the for-
tunes of many of the grander
and more stylish exhibitors at
Summer Olympia, | wonder if
the middle range dealers who
were once the backbone of that
event, but are no longer
Clarion’s priority, are looking to
Birmingham to take up the
slack?

Ken attends

AMONG the buyers spotted
at last month’s Antiques
For Everyone was
Nottinghamshire MP and
former Tory chancellor
Kenneth Clarke. Not
surprisingly he was purchas-
ing political mem orabilia.

Glass going West

SURREY-based dealer Mark J. West has
long been one of the UK’s best-known
specialists in glass. An Olympia regular
since 1981, he subsequently became a fix-
ture at both the BADA and Grosvenor
House fairs.

But since he closed his Wimbledon gallery
last year to concentrate on the major fairs, he is
determinedly upping his international profile.

He already stands at the New York Ceramics
Fair and the Palm Beach Jewelry Art and
Antiques Fair,and is also on the vetting commit-
tee for European glass at the Winter Armory Fair
in NewYork.

Now he is set to make his debut at two more
A merican events, the 27th Baltimore Summer
Antiques Show from August 30 to September 2
and the Fall Merchandise Mart International
Antiques Fair in Chicago from October 12
to 15.The Merchandise M art fair is a
long-standing A pril fixture but
Mark West joins for the first
autumn staging.

Above right: off to Maryland to make

his first appearance at the Baltimore Summer Antiques Show,
Mark West is sure to impress with this 1770 Jacobite cordial glass
with a twisted stem of red, green and white, priced at £4500.

What a provenance!

CONGRATULATIONS to retired BADA mem-
ber Alfred Saunders who on August 5 officially
became an antique when he celebrated his 100th
birthday.

The R. Saunders dealership was founded in
Brighton in the 19th century by A Ifred’s grandfa-
ther Charles and his father Reuben moved the
business to
Werybridge, Surrey.They joined BADA in 1947.

At a birthday party held in his honour, local
regional representative Roger Heath-

Reigate and then in 1932 to

Bullock presented Mr Saunders with a BADA
certficate making him an honorary member.And,
ofcourse,he got a card from the Queen.

His recipe for longevity? OD 0 not worry about
tomorrow, but enjoy today. The present is all that
m atters.0

~ Closure on
King’s Road

FOLLOWING myreport last
week ofthe imminent closure
of Steinberg & Tolkien | have
more sad news from the
King’s Road, London SW 3.
On August 21 Joanna Booth
will shut her shop at number
247 to deal from her website
and at fairs.

Joanna  opened her
Chelsea shop in 1965 when,as
she says, Othe entrepreunerial
spirit was flourishingO. She
echoed the theme of last
week’s story when she told
me: OToo much is weighted
against the small retail busi-
ness nowadays and so-called
progress is ensuring that
every high street in the world
will have the same chain
stores.0

However,we have not lost
Joanna Booth, whose stock of
early textiles and worksofart
will continue to grace fairs
from Palm Beach to O lympia,
her next being the Chelsea
Antiques Fair from
September 20 to 24.
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